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The spring 2001 Labour Force Survey provides the following estimates for the 
372.7 million people living in private households in the EU: 
> 161.3 million had a job during the reference week of the survey: 
- The employment rate reached 63.9% of the population aged 15-64. The 
rate was as high as 70% or more in Denmark, the Netherlands, Sweden 
(2000) and the United Kingdom, as well as in Iceland, Norway and 
Switzerland (EFTA countries). 
- 18% of employed persons declared themselves as working part-time. Part-
time employment represented 33.8% of total female employment (from 71% 
in the Netherlands to 7% in Greece). 
- 135.9 million workers were employees (84.3% of total employment) and 
13.4% of them had a contract with limited duration (18% or more in Spain, 
Portugal and Finland). 
- The average usual working hours were 40.1 hours a week for full time 
employees and 19.8 hours for part-time employees (respectively 38.8 and 
19.9 for females). The largest gender gaps were reached in the United 
Kingdom (by 3 hours) and Iceland (5 hours), where usual hours were also 
the highest among EU and EFTA countries, respectively 43.5 and 48.3 
hours for full time employees. 
>12.7 million people were unemployed, which represented 7.3% of the 
overall EU labour force (8.5% for women): 
- 8.9 million of them were looking for full-time employment with 3.9 million of 
them looking for more than one year. Long term unemployment (one year 
and more) represented 44% of unemployment as a whole. 
- 14% of the labour force aged 15-24 years old was unemployed, ie. 6.6% of 
the total population of the same age. 
> 136.3 million people aged 15 years and more were inactive. 
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Figure J: Population by sex and activity, EU-J5, 2001 
Work status of persons aged 15 years and more, EU-15, 2001 (1) (2) 
Persons in employment 
Total: 161.3 million 
% female: 42.8 
% < 25 years: 11.3 
Part-time job 
Total: 29.0 million 
% female: 80.1 
% < 25years: 14.2 
—► 
—► 
Not available for 
full-time job 
Total: 20.7 million 
% female: 82.3 
% <25years: 14.8 
Available for 
full-time job 
Total: 4.3 million 
% female: 72.8 
% <25years: 16.4 
Full-time job 
Total: 132.1 million 
% female: 34.5 
% <25years: 10.6 
Self-employed 
Total: 19.9 million 
% female: 23.0 
% < 25years: 2.2 
Family workers 
Total: 1.9 million 
% female: 61.8 
% <25years: 15.8 
Employees 
Total: 110.3 million 
% female: 36.2 
% < 25 years: 12.1 
Permanent job 
Total: 96.4 million 
% female: 35.5 
% < 25 years: 8.3 
Persons aged 15 years and more 
Total: 310.4 million 
% female: 51.6 
% <25years: 14.5 
Unemployed persons 
Total: 12.7 million 
% female: 50.3 
% < 25years: 23.2 
Unemployed 
less than 1 year 
Total: 7.0million 
% female: 49.7 
% <25years:28.9 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 4.9 million 
% female: 43.4 
% <25years:28.8 
Searching for a 
Part-time job 
Total: 1.0 million 
% female: 81.5 
% < 25years: 26.2 
Unemployed 
1 year or longer 
Total: 5.5 million 
% female: 51.1 
% <25years: 15.5 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 3.9 million 
% female: 45.6 
% < 25 years: 15.2 
Searching for a 
Part-time Job 
Total: 0.7 million 
% female: 84.2 
% <25years: 7.9 
Temporary job 
Total: 13.4 million 
% female: 41.4 
% < 25 years: 38.6 
Non-active persons 
Total: 136.3 million 
% female: 62.2 
% <25years: 17.5 
—► 
Does not want 
to have work 
Total: 119.9 million 
% female: 62.5 
% < 25years: 16.3 
-* 
Because in education 
Total: 20.9 million 
% female: 52.4 
% < 25years: 86.2 
Would like to have work 
but not seeking employment 
Total: 7.4million 
% female: 64.4 
% < 25years: 24.9 
—*■ 
Because of belief that 
no work is available 
Total: 0.6 million 
% female: 71.5 
% < 25years: 10.3 
Seeking employment 
but not available 
Total: 1.7 million 
% female: 55.5 
% < 25 years: 27.2 
notes: (1 ) Due to non-response, certain sub-totals may not exactly sum up to the corresponding aggregate 
(2) Results estimated on the basis of 2000 data for Sweden 
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> EXPLANATORY NOTES 
' , - ■ : ' : / . ■ ■ . ' . ■ ' . ' ■ .. . . . . 
The European Labour Force Survey was conducted in spring 2001 in the 15 Member States of the European Union and 3 
countries of the European Free Trade Association in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No. 577/98 of 9 March 1998. 
A detailed description of the sampling methods, the adjustment procedures, the definitions and the common Community coding 
currently used in the labour force survey is presented in the publication Labour Force Survey- Methods and definitions, 1998. 
Basic concepts and definitions 
All these definitions apply to persons aged 15 years and over, living in private households. The concepts and definitions used in 
the survey follow the guidelines of the International Labour Organisation. Persons carrying out obligatory military service are not 
included. 
Persons in employment were those who during the reference week did any work for pay or profit for at least one hour, or were 
not working but had jobs from which they were temporarily absent. Family workers are included. 
As from 2001 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1897/2000 of 7 September 2000), unemployed persons comprise persons 
aged 15 to 74 who were: 
(a) without work during the reference week, i.e. neither had a job nor were at work (for one hour or more) in paid employment or 
self-employment; 
(b) currently available for work, i.e. were available for paid employment or self-employment before the end of the two weeks 
following the reference week; 
(c) actively seeking work, i.e. had taken specific steps in the four weeks period ending with the reference week to seek paid 
employment or self-employment or who found a job to start later, i.e. within a period of at most three months. 
Comparability with results prior to 2001: unemployment results used to refer to persons aged 15 and more. Persons who found 
a job to start later used to be considered as unemployed with the unique condition of having no job in the reference week; 
however, the two new conditions on availability for work and/or time limit of at most three months are not yet applied by 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Austria and Norway. 
Duration of unemployment is defined as: 
(a) the duration of search for a job, or 
(b) the length of the period since the last job was held (if this period is shorter than the duration of search for a job). 
The active population (labour force) is defined as the sum of persons in employment and unemployed persons. 
Inactive persons are those who are not classified as persons in employment nor as unemployed persons. 
Employees are defined as persons who work for a public or private employer and who receive compensation in the forni of 
wages, salaries, fees, gratuities, payment by results or payment in kind; non-conscript members of the armed forces are also 
included. 
The number of usual hours worked per week corresponds to the number of hours the person normally work including extra 
hours, either paid or unpaid, which the person normally works, but excludes the travel time between the home and the place of 
work as well as the main meal breaks. 
Employment rates represent employed persons as a percentage of the same age population. 
Unemployment rates represent unemployed persons as a percentage of the active population. 
Youth unemployment ratio represents unemployed aged less than 25 years as a percentage of the population of this age 
group. 
Population in education includes persons who had followed any kind of education during the 4 weeks preceding the week of 
reference (in France, information on training is collected only if this is under way on the date of the survey). Students who were 
on holidays in this period are not included. 
Early school leavers includes all the persons aged 18 to 24 who are not in education/training and with at most lower secondary 
education (ISCED 0-2). 
All rates and ratios are calculated excluding non responses. 
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Highest level of education 
completed (25-64 years) - % 
-At most lower secondary level 
-Upper secondary level 
-Third level 
Participation to education 
-In education or training 
(25-64 years) - % (4) 
-Early school leavers 
(18-24 years)-% (4) 
Total employment 
-1000 





-Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
Contract of limited duration - % 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 




-Youth unemployment ratio 
(15-24 years)-% 
Unemployment by duration (%): (5) 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 























































































































































































































































































































































































Notes: data in brackets may lack reliability due to the small sample size 
(1 ) E: the comparability with results disseminated before this issue of 'Statistics in focus' may be made difficult due to a significant revision of weighting procedures 
(2) S: 2000 data 
(3) Estimates cover only the population aged 15-74 in IS and NO, 15+ in CH 
(4) EU15, EUR12 and EEA: results estimated on the basis of 1997 data for IRL. UK: comparable data not yet available. F: information on training is collected 
if this is under way on the date of the survey (instead of the 4 weeks preceding the survey in the other countries, 12 months in CH). 
(5) EU15, EUR12 and EEA: results estimated on the basis of a reduced sample for NL and without IRL 
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-1000 





-Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
Contract of limited duration - % 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full t ime 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 




-Youth unemployment ratio 
(15-24 y e a r s ) - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
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-aged >64 (3) 
Highest level of education 
completed (25-64 years) - % 
-At most lower secondary level 
-Upper secondary level 
-Third level 
Participation to education 
-In education or training 
(25-64 years) - % (4) 
-Early school leavers 
(18-24 years) -% (4) 
Total employment 
-1000 





-Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
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-1000 
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-Youth unemployment ratio 
(15-24 years ) -% 
Unemployment by duration (%): (5) 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 























































































































































































































































































































































































Notes: data in brackets may lack reliability due to the small sample size 
(1 ) E: the comparability with results disseminated before this issue of 'Statistics in focus' may be made difficult due to a significant revision of weighting procedures 
(2) S: 2000 data 
(3) Estimates cover only the population aged 15-74 in IS and NO, 15+ in CH 
(4) EU15, EUR12 and EEA: results estimated on the basis of 1997 data for IRL. UK: comparable data not yet available. F: information on training is collected 
if this is under way on the date of the survey (Instead of the 4 weeks preceding the survey in the other countries, 12 months in CH). 
(5) EU15, EUR12 and EEA: results estimated on the basis of a reduced sample for NL and without IRL 
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